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This document outlines the research scope for the 2012 update of the 

global smart electricity meter market. The World Market for Smart 

Electricity Meters - 2012 is a continuing part of IMS Research’s 

comprehensive metering portfolio, which also includes dedicated 

studies on water, gas and heat metering. Market segmentations to be 

included are meter measurement type, advanced read topology, 

application, product type and country level analysis, which includes a 

detailed installed base analysis. Market shares will be presented on a 

major region level for total sales of electricity meters, communication 

modules, various product groupings and for integrated advanced 

metering.

IMS research has provided detailed, numbers-based market intelligence 

on the metering market for over 15 years, including dedicated studies 

on electricity, gas, water and heat metering, as well as internal 

customer-side monitoring for fluids and electricity. Recent portfolio 

additions now provide coverage of distribution automation, energy 

management equipment, and smart grid communications. 

Key Questions to be Answered
 What is the current market size and future project growth of the 

global smart meter market? How does this vary by region?

 What communication type will be forecast to hold dominant share 
by 2017? Cellular? RF Mesh? PLC?

 What countries are poised to have significant market development 
for smart meters in the short term? 2012 and 2013?

 What is the smart meter rollout status in China? Japan? Brazil? India? 
Other potentially large smart meter markets?

 What is the installed base of electricity meters (and smart meters) by 
country, region, and globally? 

 Who are the top suppliers of C&I meters? Smart meters? By region? 
Globally?

New Research Proposal
Publishing November 2012

excellence in market intelligence

Global
outlook
local
knowledge

Enabling 
sound
decisions



The World Market for Smart Electricity Meters - 2012 
Edition

excellence in market intelligence

2

Report Content
The following graphic shows the market segmentations presented in this report. Subsequent pages show sample 

tables of how the data is to be presented. All market data in this study will be presented in unit shipments, dollar 

revenues, and average unit prices. Country-level analysis will be done in unit shipments only. Suppliers worldwide 

will be approached to submit their respective 2011 sales data. Market shares will be done in unit shipments for the 

whole of the base year of 2011. Market forecasts will be done from 2012 to 2017, incorporating supplier interviews, 

order books, and updated demographic modeling. 

The report will be organized by major region, with a global chapter followed by four major region chapters for  

EMEA, North America, Latin America and Asia. Within each major region will be the country models, where all 

forecasting is reviewed. 

• Basic Meter
• One-way Meter
• Two-way Meter
• Total
• % Electricity Service
• % Electricity Service Metered
• Other demographic modeling

Installed Base

Country / Sub-Regions

North America
• Canada
• United States

Latin America
• Brazil
• Mexico and Central 
America
• Rest of Latin America

Asia
• China
• India
• Japan
• Oceania
• South Korea
• Taiwan
• Thailand
• Rest of Asia

EMEA (Europe, Middle 
East , and Africa)

• Africa
• Austria & Switzerland
• Benelux
• C & E Europe
• France
• Germany
• Italy
• Middle East 
• Nordic Countries
• Poland
• Russia & CIS
• Spain & Portugal
• Turkey
• UK & Ireland

Market Share

• Total Meters
• Residential Meter
• C&I Meter
• Smart Meters

Read Topology

• Direct Read
• Prepayment
• Mobile Read
• Fixed Network – Mesh
• Fixed Network – Point to 
Multipoint
• PLC (FSK)
• PLC (OFDM)
• BPL
• Fiber/Other
• Cellular

Integration

• Fully Integrated
• Third Party Integrated

Measurement Type

• Static Single-Phase
• Static Three-Phase -
Residential
• Static Three-Phase – C&I
• EM Single-Phase
• EM Three-Phase -
Residential
• EM Three-Phase – C&I

Major Region Analysis

• EMEA
• North America
• Latin America
• Asia

Global Analysis

Product Type Analysis
• Basic Meter
• One-way Meter
• Two-way Meter
• Retrofit Modules
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Report Content (Continued)

Country Model Analysis
All forecasting will take place at the country or sub-region level. Here, product types for meters and modules, as 

well as installed base, will be forecast . Demographic modeling is provided to assist in understanding installed meter 

counts, utility connection rates, and metering connection rates.  A list of how countries and sub-regions will be 

segmented out is on page 2 of this proposal. 

Sample Table 1.0
The Japan Country Profile for Electricity Meters 
Growth Model & Product Analysis in Unit Shipments (k)

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
CAGR     

10 ‐ 16

Growth Model
Existing Buildings (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
New Buildings (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Electrification Rate (%) 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Electricity Supply Connected to Meters (%) 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Average Meter Replacement Period (Years) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Percentage of Metering Stock Replaced (%) 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Meters Shipped for Replacement (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Meters Shipped for New Buildings (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%

Basic Meter Installed Base (k) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
One‐way Installed Base (k) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Two‐way Installed Base (k) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total Installed Base at End of Year (k) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Residential Product Analysis
Basic Meter 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
One‐way Meter 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Two‐way Meter 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%

C&I Product Type Analysis
Basic Meter 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
One‐way Meter 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Two‐way Meter 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%

Retrofit
Retrofit Communication Modules 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%

Measurement Type
Static 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Mechanical (Ferraris) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%

Total Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Annual Growth 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Total Advanced Meter Shipments (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Annual Growth 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

% of Shipments ‐ Advanced Meters 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Source: IMS Research Oct‐12
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COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT

The report will present market 

shares in unit shipments, for the 

whole of 2011. With numerous 

product segmentations, product 

groupings, and regions, the 

report will have upwards of 30 

market share tables, helping to 

understand regional and product 

specific market supplier standing. 

Sample Table 3.0
Market Share Estimates for Electricity Meters
EMEA ‐ 2011 ‐ Unit Shipments (k)

Company Name
2011

Share

1. Company Name 20.0%

2 Company Name 10.0%

3 Company Name 5.0%

4 Company Name 5.0%

5. Company Name 5.0%

6. Company Name 5.0%

7. Company Name 5.0%

8. Company Name 5.0%

9. Company Name 5.0%

10. Company Name 5.0%

Others 30.0%

Source: IMS Research Oct‐12

The market in 2011was estimated to be xx.x thousand units.

Report Content (Continued)

Sample Table 2.0
The Asian Market for Electricity Meters by Meter Read Topology
Unit Shipments (k) & Revenues ($M)

Read Topology 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
CAGR     

10 ‐ 16
Direct Read Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%

Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Prepay Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Mobile Read Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fixed Network ‐ Mesh Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

PLC (FSK) Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

PLC (OFDM) Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

BPL Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fiber/Other Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fixed Network ‐  Point to Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Multipoint  Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Cellular Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ASP ($) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Total Revenues ($M) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Annual Growth 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Units (k) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
Annual Growth 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Source: IMS Research Oct‐12
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Early Purchase Program
With IMS Research’s Early Purchase program, clients can:

 Tailor the specification of the research to meet specific market research requirements (not required).

 Receive advance access to market estimates and forecast data.

 Gain immediate access to results upon report completion.

 Benefit from a reduction in report price.

There are no additional costs or commitment associated with the early purchaser program.

Report Costs & Licensing

 Hardback copies are available for $310 / €230 / £180 each. 

 Microsoft Excel files containing final report forecasts are available for $430 / €310 / £250.

In addition to the Single User license, the following license options are also available:

 Site License: For use by all employees at a single site/location

 Divisional License: For use by all employees within a division

Pre‐Purchase Post‐Publication Pre‐Purchase Saving

£3,900 £4,600 £700

$6,630 $7,820 $1,190

€ 4,880 € 5,750 €870

£4,680 £5,520 £840

$7,960 $9,390 $1,430

€ 5,850 € 6,900 € 1,050

£5,850 £6,900 £1,050

$9,950 $11,800 $1,850

€ 7,320 € 8,630 € 1,310

Divisional License

Single User License

Site License

Report Process Timescale

Key Issue Definition & Pre‐Purchaser Enrollment May 2012 to September 2012

Agree Specification With Pre‐Purchasers May ‐ June 2012

Deliver Supplier Questionnaires June 2012

Collect Questionnaires July 2012

Conduct Interviews & Perform Secondary Research May ‐ September 2012

Develop Report                       October 2012

Publish Report    November 2012

Report Process & Timescale



The World Market for Smart Electricity Meters - 2012 
Edition

excellence in market intelligence

6

IMS Research
IMS Research is a leading independent supplier of market research and consultancy to the global electronics 

industry. We offer syndicated market studies, customized client research and consultancy services. 

Our initial success as a provider of market research was heavily influenced by analyst ties to the semiconductor 

industry. Over the last decade of remarkable growth, we have expanded into most other sectors of the electronics 

industry, with dedicated analyst teams focused on the factory automation, automotive, communications, computer, 

consumer, displays, financial & ID, LED & lighting, medical, power,& energy, Solar PV, Smart Grid and security 

markets. We now publish more than 350 reports annually and sell to more than 50 countries worldwide.

Today IMS Research has around 125 analysts spread across six locations: Austin (TX), USA; Seoul, Korea; Shanghai, 

China; Taipei, Taiwan; Tokyo, Japan and Wellingborough, UK. Our global presence enables us to provide clients with 

comprehensive and detailed research on today's international markets.

Metering and Energy Management Group
Supported by record investment from utilities and governments worldwide into modernizing utility generation, 

distribution and consumption, diverse industries are converging to bridge electronics, IT and measurement 

technologies to provide solutions that more efficiently deliver energy and water. IMS Research is the world’s leading 

provider of market intelligence for the entirety of the metering industry and related energy management 

applications, with 15 years of experience providing detailed market statistics.

IMS Research provides dedicated studies on electricity, water, gas and heat metering, as well as internal customer 

side monitoring for fluids and electricity. The Metering & Energy Management Group is at the forefront of IMS 

Research’s smart grid market research effort to complete a robust portfolio which helps electronics manufacturers 

understand and exploit the emerging smart grid ecosystem.

General Provisions
This proposal is intended as a guide for our clients. While IMS Research does everything in its power to adhere to 

the schedule, dates are subject to change for reasons of increased scope or detail, or because of delays in securing 

commitment or data from suppliers. Once a company has committed to purchase the report, it shall not be free to 

withdraw from its commitment without the prior consent of IMS Research.  

Clients are billed for the study once the report specification has been finalized. IMS Research enters into the contract 

to supply this research on the condition that if, in its judgement, the number of early purchasers is insufficient, IMS 

Research may elect not to proceed with the program. If IMS Research does decide not to continue for this reason, 

it will inform all early purchasers and refund any payments that have already been made, thereby discharging IMS 

Research’s obligation.
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